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The Boarding School Quilts Mission Quilt, a magnificent tapestry of vibrant
colors and intricate designs, is more than just a work of art. It is a powerful
and poignant testament to the resilience, creativity, and unwavering spirit of
Native American boarding school survivors.

For over a century, Native American children were forcibly removed from
their families and communities and sent to boarding schools, where they
faced unimaginable trauma and cultural suppression. In these institutions,
their identities, languages, and traditions were systematically erased.

Yet, amidst the pain and adversity, Native American boarding school
survivors found solace and empowerment in the art of quilting. The Mission
Quilt is a collective creation, a symphony of individual stories and shared
experiences. Each quilt block, meticulously stitched and adorned with
unique designs, represents a journey of healing and a celebration of
survival.

The Quilt's Genesis: A Catalyst for Healing

The Boarding School Quilts project was initiated in 2009 by the Redress
Group, a Native-led organization dedicated to supporting survivors of the
Indian boarding school era. The mission was to create a quilt that would
honor survivors and raise awareness about the lasting effects of boarding
schools.
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Quilting has a rich history in Native American cultures, holding deep cultural
and spiritual significance. For many survivors, participating in the Mission
Quilt project became a cathartic experience, a way to process their trauma
and share their stories.

A Tapestry of Stories: Symbolism and Meaning

The Boarding School Quilts Mission Quilt is a visual masterpiece, a
symphony of colors, patterns, and textures that speak volumes about the
experiences of Native American boarding school survivors.

Each quilt block depicts a different story, using a unique combination of
fabrics, colors, and symbols. Some blocks feature traditional Native
American motifs, while others incorporate more modern elements. The
result is a vibrant and eclectic quilt that captures the resilience, diversity,
and creativity of the Native American community.

One quilt block, for example, features a large red circle, representing the
sun. Surrounding the circle are smaller circles, representing the children
who were forcibly removed from their families. Another block depicts a
group of women sewing together, symbolizing the healing and
empowerment that came through the quilting process.

Beyond the Quilt: Community and Empowerment

The Boarding School Quilts Mission Quilt is more than just a piece of art; it
is a catalyst for community and empowerment. The project has brought
together survivors from across the country, providing a space for them to
share their stories, support each other, and heal together.



The quilt has also been instrumental in raising awareness about the legacy
of Indian boarding schools and the ongoing impacts of cultural suppression
on Native American communities. Through exhibitions, workshops, and
other educational events, the Mission Quilt has reached millions of people,
fostering greater understanding and empathy.

Preserving the Legacy: A Symbol of Resilience and Hope

The Boarding School Quilts Mission Quilt is a living testament to the
resilience and unwavering spirit of Native American boarding school
survivors. It is a powerful reminder of the challenges they faced, the trauma
they endured, and the strength they found to heal and thrive.

The quilt serves as a tool for education, a bridge between cultures, and a
beacon of hope for future generations. By preserving the legacy of the
boarding school era, the Mission Quilt ensures that the stories of survivors
will continue to be heard and honored.

: The Threads That Bind

The Boarding School Quilts Mission Quilt is a masterpiece of art, a symbol
of resilience, and a catalyst for healing and empowerment. It is a testament
to the enduring spirit of Native American survivors and a reminder of the
importance of preserving their stories.

The quilt's journey is not over. It continues to travel the country, inspiring
people and raising awareness. Through its presence, the Mission Quilt
weaves together the threads of history, resilience, and community, creating
a vibrant and hopeful tapestry for the future.
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