The True Story of Tom Hayden and
Progressives Today

Tom Hayden was one of the most important figures in the American
progressive movement. He was a leader in the anti-war movement of the
1960s and 1970s, and he went on to become a prominent politician and

author.
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Hayden's work has had a profound impact on American politics and culture.
His book, "The Port Huron Statement," was a defining document of the
New Left. His work on behalf of social justice and environmental protection
has helped to shape the progressive agenda for decades.

Hayden's story is an important one for anyone who wants to understand
the history of the progressive movement. It is a story of courage, passion,
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and dedication. It is a story that will inspire you to get involved in the fight
for a better world.

The Early Years

Tom Hayden was born in 1939 in Detroit, Michigan. His father was a union
organizer, and his mother was a social worker. Hayden grew up in a
working-class family, and he learned the value of hard work and social
justice from an early age.

Hayden attended the University of Michigan, where he became involved in
the civil rights movement. He was a leader in the sit-ins at Woolworth's
lunch counter in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and he was arrested several times
for his activism.

The Anti-War Movement

Hayden was one of the founders of the Students for a Democratic Society
(SDS),a New Left organization that played a leading role in the anti-war
movement of the 1960s and 1970s. Hayden helped to write the SDS's Port
Huron Statement, which became a defining document of the New Left.

Hayden was also a leader in the Vietham War protests. He was arrested
several times for his anti-war activities, and he was even indicted for
conspiracy to incite a riot at the 1968 Democratic National Convention.

Political Career

After the war, Hayden became a prominent politician. He served in the
California State Assembly from 1982 to 1992, and he was elected to the
California State Senate in 1992. Hayden was a leading voice for



progressive causes in the legislature, and he worked to pass legislation on
environmental protection, social justice, and education.

Hayden retired from the state legislature in 2000. He continued to be active
in politics, and he was a vocal critic of the Bush administration's policies.

Author and Activist

Hayden was also a prolific author. He wrote over 20 books, including "The
Port Huron Statement," "Reunion," and "The Long Sixties." His books have
been translated into over 20 languages, and they have been read by
millions of people around the world.

Hayden was a lifelong activist. He worked on behalf of social justice,
environmental protection, and peace. He was a tireless advocate for the
poor and the oppressed, and he never hesitated to speak out against
injustice.

Legacy

Tom Hayden died in 2016 at the age of 76. He left behind a legacy of
activism, scholarship, and public service. Hayden was one of the most
important figures in the American progressive movement, and his work has
had a profound impact on American politics and culture.

The True Story of Tom Hayden and Progressives Today

The True Story of Tom Hayden and Progressives Today is a powerful and
inspiring book that tells the story of one of the most important figures in the
American progressive movement. Hayden was a leader in the anti-war
movement of the 1960s and 1970s, and he went on to become a prominent
politician and author. His work has had a profound impact on American



politics and culture, and his story is an important one for anyone who wants
to understand the history of the progressive movement.

The book is written by Hayden's wife, Barbara Ehrenreich. Ehrenreich is a
prominent feminist and social critic, and she has written several books,
including "Nickel and Dimed" and "Bait and Switch." Ehrenreich's book is a
personal and political biography of Hayden. She tells the story of his life
and work, and she examines the impact of his activism on American
society.

The True Story of Tom Hayden and Progressives Today is a must-read for
anyone who wants to understand the history of the progressive movement.
It is a powerful and inspiring book that will leave you feeling hopeful about

the future.
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