
The Misadventures of a Civil War Submarine:
A Story of Innovation, Failure, and Triumph
In the annals of naval history, the USS Alligator holds a unique place. It was
the first submarine to sink an enemy ship, and its story is a fascinating tale
of innovation, failure, and triumph.

Misadventures of a Civil War Submarine: Iron, Guns,
and Pearls (Ed Rachal Foundation Nautical
Archaeology Series) by James P. Delgado

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 23452 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 314 pages

The Alligator was the brainchild of inventor Horace Lawson Hunley. Hunley
had been working on submarines for years, and he believed that they could
revolutionize naval warfare. In 1863, he convinced the Confederate
government to fund the construction of a new submarine, which he named
the Alligator.

The Alligator was a small, hand-cranked submarine. It was only 40 feet
long and 10 feet wide, and it could carry a crew of eight. The submarine
was armed with a single torpedo, which was attached to a long pole. The
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torpedo was detonated by a percussion fuse, which meant that it had to be
driven into the hull of an enemy ship in Free Download to explode.

The Alligator was launched in July 1863, and it immediately began a series
of test runs. The submarine performed well during these tests, and Hunley
was confident that it was ready for combat.

On August 29, 1863, the Alligator set out on its first combat mission. The
submarine's target was the USS Housatonic, a Union sloop-of-war that was
anchored in Charleston Harbor. The Alligator approached the Housatonic
under the cover of darkness, and Hunley Free Downloaded the crew to
launch the torpedo.

The torpedo struck the Housatonic amidships, and the explosion tore a
large hole in the ship's hull. The Housatonic sank within minutes, becoming
the first ship ever to be sunk by a submarine.

The Alligator's success was a major victory for the Confederacy. It proved
that submarines were a viable weapon of war, and it gave the Confederacy
a new way to attack Union ships.

However, the Alligator's triumph was short-lived. On September 27, 1863,
the submarine was sunk by a Union warship while attempting to attack
another ship. All eight members of the crew were killed.

The sinking of the Alligator was a major setback for the Confederacy. It
showed that submarines were still a vulnerable weapon, and it made it
more difficult for the Confederacy to attack Union ships.



Despite its tragic end, the Alligator's legacy lives on. The submarine was a
pioneering vessel that helped to pave the way for the development of
modern submarines. It also showed that submarines could be a powerful
weapon of war, and it inspired the development of new submarine
technologies.

The story of the USS Alligator is a fascinating tale of innovation, failure, and
triumph. It is a story that reminds us of the human spirit of exploration and
the power of technology to change the course of history.

The USS Alligator was a groundbreaking vessel that played a significant
role in the development of submarine warfare. Its story is a reminder of the
human spirit of innovation and the power of technology to change the
course of history.

If you are interested in learning more about the USS Alligator, I recommend
the following books:

The Misadventures of a Civil War Submarine: The USS Alligator and
the Birth of Undersea Warfare by Tom Chaffin

H.L. Hunley: The Secret Hope of the Confederacy by Robert L. Hicks

Submarines: The History of Undersea Warfare by Robert F. Burgess
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