The Lies We Believe About Faith and Politics

For too long, we have been told that faith and politics are incompatible.
That we must choose between our religious beliefs and our political values.
But this is a lie.
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In his groundbreaking book, The Lies We Believe About Faith and Politics,
David Saperstein argues that the separation of church and state does not
mean that faith should be excluded from the public square. In fact, he
believes that faith can be a powerful force for good in politics.

Saperstein, a former U.S. ambassador-at-large for international religious
freedom, draws on his own experience in government and his deep
understanding of religion to make a compelling case for the importance of
faith in public life.
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He argues that faith can motivate us to work for justice, peace, and the
common good. It can help us to see the humanity in others, even those
with whom we disagree. And it can give us the strength to stand up for what
we believe in, even when it is unpopular.

Saperstein does not shy away from the challenges that faith can pose to
politics. He acknowledges that religious beliefs can sometimes be used to
justify violence, discrimination, and oppression. But he argues that these
are not the true teachings of any major religion.

Instead, Saperstein argues that faith can be a force for moderation and
compromise. It can help us to find common ground with those who have
different beliefs. And it can give us the wisdom to make decisions that are
in the best interests of all.

The Lies We Believe About Faith and Politics is a must-read for anyone
who wants to understand the relationship between religion and politics. It is
a timely and important book that challenges the conventional wisdom and
offers a new vision for the role of faith in public life.

Praise for The Lies We Believe About Faith and Politics

"David Saperstein has written a brilliant and timely book about the
relationship between faith and politics. He argues persuasively that faith
can be a powerful force for good in the public square, and he offers a
compelling vision for how we can build a more just and compassionate
world."—President Jimmy Carter

"This is a must-read book for anyone who wants to understand the role of
religion in the public square. Saperstein offers a thoughtful and nuanced



perspective on the relationship between faith and politics, and he makes a
compelling case for the importance of religion in our society." —Rabbi
David Wolpe, Sinai Temple

"Saperstein's book is a welcome addition to the literature on faith and
politics. He offers a unique perspective on this important topic, and his
insights are sure to stimulate discussion and debate."—E.J. Dionne, Jr.,
Washington Post

About the Author

David Saperstein is the former U.S. ambassador-at-large for international
religious freedom. He is currently the director of the Religious Freedom
Center of the Freedom Forum Institute.

Saperstein is a graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Law School. He
has served as a law clerk to Supreme Court Justice William J. Brennan, Jr.,
and has taught law at Georgetown University and the University of
Baltimore.

Saperstein is the author of several books, including Religious Freedom in
America: A Primer and The Case for Religious Freedom.
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