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The years 1975 to 1984 marked a pivotal era in the history of jazz and
contemporary music, a period when the legendary ECM Records label
emerged as a groundbreaking force.

ECM, founded by Manfred Eicher in 1969, quickly established itself as a
label that defied conventional boundaries. It embraced a diverse roster of
artists, from jazz giants like Keith Jarrett and Pat Metheny to avant-garde
composers such as Steve Reich and John Cage. ECM's recordings were
renowned for their pristine sound quality, innovative production techniques,
and stunning album covers.

The "ECM Years 1975-1984" is a comprehensive study of this remarkable
period, published as part of the prestigious Oxford Studies in Recorded
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Jazz series. Edited by Ekkehard Jost and Pierre-Jean Tribot, the book
features essays by leading scholars and musicians, providing in-depth
insights into the label's artistic vision, its influence on jazz and
contemporary music, and its enduring legacy.

A Revolution in Jazz

ECM's impact on jazz was profound. The label provided a platform for a
new generation of musicians who challenged traditional jazz conventions.
Artists like Jarrett, Metheny, Jan Garbarek, and Eberhard Weber explored
new harmonic and rhythmic possibilities, blending elements of jazz,
classical, and world music.

ECM's recordings also revolutionized the way jazz was recorded and
produced. Eicher's emphasis on sound quality and natural acoustics
resulted in albums that captured the intimate and nuanced performances of
his artists. The label's iconic "ECM sound" became synonymous with a
certain level of sonic excellence.

Beyond Jazz: Exploring Contemporary Music

While ECM was primarily known for its jazz recordings, the label also
played a significant role in promoting contemporary music. Eicher
collaborated with composers like Terry Riley, Arvo Pärt, and Alfred
Schnittke, producing albums that expanded the boundaries of instrumental
music.

ECM's recordings of contemporary music were often characterized by their
minimalist aesthetic, their focus on timbre, and their exploration of non-
Western musical traditions. The label's releases helped to introduce a wider
audience to the avant-garde and experimental music of the time.



A Lasting Legacy

The "ECM Years 1975-1984" is not just a historical record but a testament
to the enduring legacy of ECM Records. The label's influence can still be
felt in contemporary jazz and music production, and its recordings continue
to inspire and challenge both musicians and listeners.

The book offers a comprehensive and authoritative account of this
extraordinary period in music history. It is a must-read for anyone interested
in jazz, contemporary music, or the evolution of recorded music.

About the Editors

Ekkehard Jost is a renowned German musicologist and author. He has
written extensively on jazz and contemporary music, and his books include
"Free Jazz" and "Jazz Standards on Record."

Pierre-Jean Tribot is a French musician, writer, and producer. He is the
former director of the jazz department at the French Ministry of Culture and
has produced numerous albums for ECM Records.
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