
The Complete Guide to Sulcata Tortoises:
Everything You Need to Know
Sulcata tortoises are the third largest species of tortoise in the world, and
they can live for over 100 years. They are native to the Sahara Desert in
Africa, and they are well-adapted to hot, dry climates. Sulcata tortoises are
herbivores, and they eat a variety of plants, including grasses, weeds, and
flowers.
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If you are thinking about getting a sulcata tortoise, it is important to do your
research to make sure that you can provide the proper care for this animal.
Sulcata tortoises require a large enclosure, and they need access to both
indoor and outdoor space. They also need a diet that is high in fiber and
low in protein.
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In this guide, we will discuss everything you need to know about sulcata
tortoises, including their care, cost, and health. We will also provide a list of
supplies and food recommendations.

Care

Sulcata tortoises are relatively easy to care for, but they do have some
specific needs.

Enclosure

Sulcata tortoises need a large enclosure that is at least 10 feet long, 6 feet
wide, and 4 feet tall. The enclosure should be made of sturdy materials,
such as wood or metal, and it should have a secure top to prevent the
tortoise from escaping.

The enclosure should be divided into two sections: a warm, dry area and a
cool, humid area. The warm, dry area should have a basking spot that is
between 95 and 105 degrees Fahrenheit. The cool, humid area should
have a humidity level of around 60%.

Substrate

The substrate in the enclosure should be a mix of sand, soil, and gravel.
The substrate should be deep enough to allow the tortoise to burrow.

Diet

Sulcata tortoises are herbivores, and they eat a variety of plants, including
grasses, weeds, and flowers. You can feed your tortoise a commercial
tortoise food, or you can offer them a variety of fresh vegetables and fruits.



Water

Sulcata tortoises need access to fresh water at all times. You can provide
your tortoise with a water bowl, or you can mist them with water several
times a day.

Handling

Sulcata tortoises are not typically aggressive, but they can be shy. It is
important to handle your tortoise gently and to avoid picking it up by the tail.

Cost

The cost of a sulcata tortoise will vary depending on its age, size, and
health. A baby sulcata tortoise can cost anywhere from $100 to $500. A
juvenile sulcata tortoise can cost anywhere from $500 to $1,000. An adult
sulcata tortoise can cost anywhere from $1,000 to $5,000.

In addition to the cost of the tortoise itself, you will also need to budget for
the cost of its enclosure, food, and veterinary care. The total cost of owning
a sulcata tortoise can range from $1,000 to $5,000 per year.

Health

Sulcata tortoises are generally healthy animals, but they can be susceptible
to a variety of health problems, including respiratory infections, digestive
problems, and shell rot. It is important to take your tortoise to the vet for
regular checkups to ensure that it is healthy.

Respiratory infections



Respiratory infections are one of the most common health problems in
sulcata tortoises. These infections are caused by bacteria or viruses, and
they can lead to pneumonia and other serious health problems.

Digestive problems

Digestive problems are another common health problem in sulcata
tortoises. These problems can be caused by a variety of factors, including
eating the wrong foods, eating too much, or not getting enough exercise.

Shell rot

Shell rot is a bacterial infection that can cause the tortoise's shell to
become soft and weak. This condition can be fatal if it is not treated
promptly.

Supplies

In addition to an enclosure, food, and water, you will also need to Free
Download a few supplies for your sulcata tortoise. These supplies include:

* A basking lamp * A heat lamp * A UVB lamp * A thermometer * A
hygrometer * A water bowl * Food bowls * Substrate * Toys

Food

Sulcata tortoises are herbivores, and they eat a variety of plants, including
grasses, weeds, and flowers. You can feed your tortoise a commercial
tortoise food, or you can offer them a variety of fresh vegetables and fruits.

Here are some of the best foods for sulcata tortoises:



* Grasses: Bermuda grass, fescue, ryegrass, timothy hay * Weeds: clover,
dandelion, plantain, chickweed * Flowers: hibiscus, dandelion, rose petals *
Vegetables: romaine lettuce, collard greens, mustard greens, carrots,
sweet potatoes * Fruits: apples, bananas, grapes, melons

You should avoid feeding your tortoise any foods that are high in protein or
fat. These foods can lead to health problems, such as obesity and liver
disease.

Sulcata tortoises are fascinating and rewarding pets. They are relatively
easy to care for, but they do have some specific needs. If you are thinking
about getting a sulcata tortoise, it is important to do your research to make
sure that you can provide the proper care for this animal.
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