State Supreme Courts and the Inequality
Crisis

The concept of inequality is not new and has been a subject of great
concern and discussion for many years. It has received renewed attention
in recent decades due to the growing gap between the wealthy and the
poor. Economic inequality, social inequality, and racial inequality all
contribute to the overall inequality crisis.

The impact of economic inequality extends beyond just wealth disparities. It
affects health, education, and opportunities, leading to a growing sense of
economic injustice. Social inequality encompasses disparities in access to
education, healthcare, and housing, which can limit individuals' ability to
improve their economic status. Racial inequality refers to the systemic
discrimination against people of color in various aspects of society,
including education, housing, employment, and criminal justice.
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Addressing the inequality crisis requires a multifaceted approach, and the
judiciary plays a critical role. State supreme courts, as the highest courts in
their respective states, have the power to interpret state laws and
constitutions and make rulings that impact the daily lives of citizens. Their
decisions can either exacerbate existing inequalities or contribute to their
reduction.

The book "State Supreme Courts and the Inequality Crisis" delves into the
complex relationship between state supreme courts and inequality. It
examines how these courts have addressed issues related to economic
inequality, social inequality, and racial inequality, and the impact of their
decisions on the lives of ordinary Americans. The book provides a
comprehensive analysis of how state supreme courts can use their power
to promote greater equality and justice within their jurisdictions.

Economic Inequality

Economic inequality is a significant concern for many societies around the
world. In the United States, the gap between the wealthy and the poor has
been growing for decades. The top 1% of income earners now control a
larger share of the nation's wealth than the bottom 90% combined. This
economic divide can have a number of negative consequences, including:

= Lower economic mobility: When the gap between the rich and the poor
is too large, it can be difficult for people to move up the economic
ladder. This can lead to a sense of hopelessness and despair, and it
can make it more difficult for people to achieve their full potential.



Increased poverty: When the wealthy control a disproportionate share
of the nation's wealth, it can lead to increased poverty for everyone
else. This is because the wealthy often use their resources to influence
policy decisions in their own favor, which can lead to policies that
benefit the wealthy at the expense of the poor.

Social unrest: Economic inequality can lead to social unrest and
political instability. When people feel that they are not being treated
fairly, they may be more likely to engage in protests or other forms of
civil disobedience.

Social Inequality

Social inequality refers to the unequal distribution of resources,
opportunities, and power in society. This can include inequalities based on

race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, disability, and other factors.

Social inequality can have a number of negative consequences, including:

Limited access to education and healthcare: Social inequality can limit
access to education and healthcare, which can make it difficult for
people to improve their lives. This can lead to a cycle of poverty and
disadvantage that can be difficult to break.

Discrimination in employment and housing: Social inequality can lead
to discrimination in employment and housing, which can make it



difficult for people to find good jobs and affordable housing. This can
lead to financial instability and homelessness.

Increased crime and violence: Social inequality can lead to increased
crime and violence. This is because people who feel marginalized and
hopeless may be more likely to turn to crime as a way to get by.

Racial Inequality

Racial inequality refers to the systemic discrimination against people of

color in various aspects of society, including education, housing,

employment, and criminal justice. Racial inequality has a long history in the

United States, and it continues to be a major problem today.

Racial inequality has a number of negative consequences, including:

Lower educational attainment: Racial inequality can lead to lower
educational attainment for students of color. This is because students
of color often attend underfunded schools with less experienced
teachers. They may also face discrimination from teachers and
administrators.

Increased poverty: Racial inequality can lead to increased poverty for
families of color. This is because people of color are more likely to be
unemployed or underemployed. They are also more likely to live in
segregated neighborhoods with high poverty rates.



= Mass incarceration: Racial inequality is a major factor in mass
incarceration in the United States. People of color are more likely to be
arrested, convicted, and sentenced to prison than white people for the
same crimes.

The Role of State Supreme Courts

State supreme courts play a critical role in addressing the inequality crisis.
They have the power to interpret state laws and constitutions and make
rulings that impact the daily lives of citizens. Their decisions can either
exacerbate existing inequalities or contribute to their reduction.

Here are some ways that state supreme courts can use their power to
promote greater equality and justice in their jurisdictions:

= Protect the rights of the poor and marginalized: State supreme courts
can use their power to protect the rights of the poor and marginalized.
This can include ensuring that they have access to basic necessities
like housing, healthcare, and education.

= Strike down discriminatory laws: State supreme courts can strike down
discriminatory laws that perpetuate inequality. This can include laws
that discriminate against people based on race, gender, sexual
orientation, or disability.



= Hold government accountable: State supreme courts can hold
government accountable for its actions. This can include ensuring that
the government is not violating the rights of its citizens and that it is
taking steps to address inequality.

The inequality crisis is a complex problem, but it is one that can be solved.
State supreme courts have a critical role to play in promoting greater
equality and justice in their jurisdictions. By using their power to protect the
rights of the poor and marginalized, strike down discriminatory laws, and
hold government accountable, state supreme courts can help to create a
more just and equitable society for all.
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