Old Fashioned Redwork And Penny Square
Embroidery: A Timeless Craft for
Embroiderers of All Levels

Embroidery is a beautiful and versatile craft that has been enjoyed by
people of all ages for centuries. Whether you're a complete beginner or an
experienced embroiderer, there's sure to be an embroidery technique that
you'll love.

In this article, we'll take a closer look at two traditional embroidery
techniques: redwork and penny square embroidery. These simple yet
elegant techniques are perfect for creating beautiful home decor, gifts, and
other special projects.
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Redwork Embroidery

Redwork embroidery is a type of embroidery that uses only red thread. This
simple yet effective technique creates beautiful designs that are perfect for
adding a touch of charm to any home.
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Redwork embroidery is often used to create geometric designs, such as
hearts, stars, and flowers. However, you can also use redwork embroidery
to create more complex designs, such as landscapes and portraits.

If you're new to embroidery, redwork is a great technique to start with. The
simple stitches and limited color palette make it easy to learn.

Penny Square Embroidery

Penny square embroidery is another traditional embroidery technique that
is perfect for beginners. This technique uses small squares of fabric, which
are sewn together to create a larger design.

Penny square embroidery is a great way to use up scraps of fabric. You
can also use different colors and patterns of fabric to create unique and
eye-catching designs.

Penny square embroidery can be used to create a variety of projects, such
as quilts, pillows, and table runners. It's also a great technique for adding a
personal touch to clothing and accessories.

Combining Redwork and Penny Square Embroidery

Redwork and penny square embroidery can be combined to create truly
unique and beautiful projects. For example, you could use redwork
embroidery to create a design on a penny square quilt or table runner.

You could also use penny square embroidery to create bFree Downloads
or accents for redwork embroidery projects. The possibilities are endless!

Skill level: Beginner to Intermediate



Redwork and penny square embroidery are both beginner-friendly
techniques. However, some of the more complex redwork and penny
square embroidery patterns may be more suitable for intermediate
embroiderers.

Time commitment: Varies

The time it takes to complete a redwork or penny square embroidery
project will vary depending on the size and complexity of the design.
However, even small projects can take several hours to complete.

Materials needed:
= Embroidery fabric (such as cotton or linen)
=  Embroidery floss (in red or other desired colors)
= Embroidery needle
=  Embroidery hoop
= Scissors

= (For penny square embroidery) Small squares of fabric

Instructions:

Redwork embroidery:

1. Transfer the embroidery design to the fabric.
2. Thread the needle with red embroidery floss.
3. Use a backstitch to outline the design.

4. Fill in the design using a satin stitch or other desired stitch.



Penny square embroidery:

1. Cut small squares of fabric.
2. Fold each square of fabric in half diagonally and press.

3. Sew the squares of fabric together to create a larger design.

Tips:
= Use a sharp needle to avoid snagging the fabric.
= Keep your stitches even and consistent.
= Don't be afraid to experiment with different colors and stitches.

« Have fun!

Redwork and penny square embroidery are two beautiful and versatile
embroidery techniques that are perfect for creating a variety of projects.
Whether you're a beginner or an experienced embroiderer, you're sure to
enjoy learning these traditional techniques.

If you're looking for a new embroidery project to try, | encourage you to give
redwork or penny square embroidery a try. With a little practice, you'll be
able to create beautiful projects that you'll cherish for years to come.

About the Author

| am a lifelong crafter and embroidery enthusiast. | have been teaching
embroidery classes for over 10 years, and | love sharing my passion for
this beautiful craft with others.



| am the author of several books on embroidery, including "Old Fashioned
Redwork and Penny Square Embroidery." | am also a regular contributor to

several embroidery magazines.

| hope that this article has inspired you to try redwork or penny square
embroidery. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
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