
Modern Propaganda: The New Rules of
Influence
In the age of information overload, it's more important than ever to be
aware of the persuasive techniques used by propagandists to shape our
thoughts and behavior.
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Del Hagen's groundbreaking book, Modern Propaganda, provides a
comprehensive overview of the latest strategies and tactics used by
propagandists today. Hagen draws on decades of research in psychology,
sociology, and behavioral science to explain how propagandists use our
cognitive biases and emotional vulnerabilities to manipulate us.

Hagen's book is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the
role of propaganda in the modern world. It's a fascinating and eye-opening
look at the ways in which we are all susceptible to manipulation.
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In Modern Propaganda, Hagen identifies seven new rules of influence that
propagandists are using today:

1. Appeal to emotion. Propagandists know that people are more likely to
be persuaded by messages that appeal to their emotions than to their
reason. They use fear, anger, and other strong emotions to trigger our
fight-or-flight response and override our critical thinking skills.

2. Use simple and repetitive messages. Propagandists know that
people are more likely to remember and believe messages that are
simple and repetitive. They use slogans, catchphrases, and other
easily digestible forms of communication to get their message across.

3. Create a sense of urgency. Propagandists know that people are
more likely to take action when they feel a sense of urgency. They use
deadlines, threats, and other pressure tactics to create a sense of fear
of missing out (FOMO) and motivate people to act.

4. Use social proof. Propagandists know that people are more likely to
believe something if they see other people believing it. They use
testimonials, endorsements, and other forms of social proof to create
the illusion that everyone else is on their side.

5. Use authority figures. Propagandists know that people are more
likely to believe something if it is said by an authority figure. They use
experts, celebrities, and other respected figures to lend credibility to
their message.

6. Use fear appeals. Propagandists know that people are more likely to
take action to avoid a perceived threat. They use fear appeals to
create a sense of danger and motivate people to take action.



7. Use scapegoats. Propagandists know that people are more likely to
believe something if they have someone to blame. They use
scapegoats to deflect blame from themselves and focus it on an easy
target.

How to Protect Yourself from Propaganda

Once you are aware of the techniques that propagandists use, you can
take steps to protect yourself from their influence. Here are a few tips:

Be aware of your own biases. Everyone has biases, but it's
important to be aware of them so that you can be less susceptible to
manipulation.

Critically evaluate information. Don't just accept everything you hear
or read at face value. Ask yourself who is providing the information and
what their motives might be.

Seek out multiple perspectives. Don't just listen to one side of the
story. Get information from a variety of sources to get a more balanced
view.

Be skeptical of emotional appeals. Propagandists often use
emotional appeals to bypass your critical thinking skills. Be wary of
messages that make you feel angry, afraid, or guilty.

Don't be afraid to disagree. It's okay to disagree with others. Don't let
yourself be pressured to conform to the majority opinion.

Propaganda is a powerful tool that can be used to manipulate our thoughts
and behavior. But by being aware of the techniques that propagandists use,
we can protect ourselves from their influence. Modern Propaganda is an



essential resource for anyone who wants to understand the role of
propaganda in the modern world and protect themselves from its harmful
effects.

Free Download your copy of Modern Propaganda today!
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