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The events of September 11, 2001, forever changed the course of
American history. In the wake of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon, President George W. Bush launched a global
campaign known as the War on Terror. This sweeping initiative aimed to
dismantle Al-Qaeda, the terrorist organization responsible for the attacks,
and to prevent future acts of terrorism against the United States.

The War on Terror had a profound impact on the world. It led to the
invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq, the creation of the Department of
Homeland Security, and the passage of the Patriot Act. It also sparked
intense debate about the balance between national security and civil
liberties.
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In this comprehensive and thought-provoking book, historian David M.
Kennedy explores the origins, implementation, and consequences of the
War on Terror. He draws on a wide range of sources, including interviews
with key policymakers, to provide a nuanced and balanced account of one
of the most consequential events in recent American history.

The Origins of the War on Terror

The origins of the War on Terror can be traced back to the rise of Al-Qaeda
in the 1990s. Al-Qaeda, led by Osama bin Laden, was a global terrorist
organization that sought to establish a worldwide caliphate. Bin Laden and
his followers viewed the United States as an enemy of Islam and a threat to
their cause.

In 1998, Al-Qaeda bombed the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania,
killing 224 people. In 2000, the group attacked the USS Cole, killing 17
American sailors. These attacks demonstrated the growing threat posed by
Al-Qaeda and led the Bush administration to take action.

The Bush Doctrine

In the wake of the 9/11 attacks, the Bush administration developed a new
foreign policy doctrine known as the Bush Doctrine. This doctrine held that
the United States had the right to use preemptive force against any country
that it deemed to be a threat. The Bush Doctrine also asserted that the
United States would not negotiate with terrorists.

The Bush Doctrine was a radical departure from previous US foreign policy.
It gave the president broad authority to use military force without the
approval of Congress. The doctrine also led to a more aggressive approach
to counterterrorism, including the use of torture and indefinite detention.



The Invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq

The Bush administration's first major action in the War on Terror was the
invasion of Afghanistan in 2001. The invasion was launched in response to
the 9/11 attacks and aimed to dismantle Al-Qaeda and topple the Taliban
regime, which was providing safe harbor to the terrorist group.

The invasion of Afghanistan was a success in its initial stages. The Taliban
regime was quickly overthrown, and Al-Qaeda was driven out of the
country. However, the war in Afghanistan dragged on for many years, and
the Taliban eventually regained control of much of the country.

In 2003, the Bush administration invaded Iraq. The invasion was based on
the claim that Iraq was developing weapons of mass destruction and had
ties to Al-Qaeda. However, no weapons of mass destruction were ever
found, and the invasion led to a long and bloody war that destabilized the
region.

The Impact of the War on Terror

The War on Terror had a profound impact on the United States and the
world. It led to the deaths of thousands of American soldiers and civilians,
as well as countless innocent civilians in Afghanistan, Iraq, and other
countries.

The war also led to a sharp increase in government surveillance and the
erosion of civil liberties. The Patriot Act, passed in the wake of 9/11, gave
the government broad new powers to detain and interrogate suspected
terrorists.



The War on Terror also strained America's relationships with its allies and
created a deep divide within American society. Many people supported the
war as a necessary response to the 9/11 attacks, while others opposed it
as a costly and counterproductive venture.

The Legacy of George W. Bush

The legacy of George W. Bush is complex and controversial. He is credited
with leading the country through a time of great crisis and for keeping
America safe from another terrorist attack. However, he is also criticized for
the war in Iraq, the use of torture, and the erosion of civil liberties.

The War on Terror will continue to be debated for many years to come. It is
a complex and controversial issue with no easy answers. However, it is an
issue that deserves to be understood by all Americans.

George W. Bush: The War on Terror and His Critics is a comprehensive
and thought-provoking account of one of the most consequential events in
recent American history. David M. Kennedy provides a nuanced and
balanced analysis of the origins, implementation, and consequences of the
War on Terror. This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand this complex and controversial issue.
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