Flying Squirrels As Pets: Unveil the
Enchanting World of These Nocturnal Gliders

Steve Gettle

: Embark on an Aerial Odyssey with Flying Squirrels

Embrace the enchantment of flying squirrels, nocturnal creatures that
gracefully soar through the night sky. These captivating animals have
captured the hearts of pet enthusiasts worldwide, offering a unique and
rewarding companionship experience. This comprehensive guide delves
into the fascinating world of flying squirrels, exploring their enchanting
traits, care requirements, and captivating behaviors.
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Northern Flying Squirrel (Glaucomys sabrinus)

Originating from the northern forests of North America and Eurasia, the
Northern flying squirrel boasts a striking appearance. Its rich, dark brown
fur is contrasted by a pure white belly, accentuating its sleek silhouette.
With its large, expressive eyes, this squirrel exudes an air of gentle

curiosity and charm.
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Southern Flying Squirrel (Glaucomys volans)

Inhabiting the eastern woodlands of North America, the Southern flying
squirrel presents a delightful contrast to its Northern counterpart. Its fur
dons a darker shade of brown, adorned with distinctive white ear tufts. This
species possesses a smaller stature compared to the Northern flying
squirrel, lending it an endearingly petite appearance.

Japanese Northern Flying Squirrel (Pteromys volans)
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Venturing into the enchanting forests of Japan, we encounter the Japanese

Northern flying squirrel. This captivating creature showcases a contrasting
interplay of black fur and striking white markings, including a prominent
white stripe that adorns its back. Its playful nature and curious demeanor
make it a captivating companion for those seeking a delightful nocturnal
friend.
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Essential Care Requirements for Flying Squirrels

Enclosure: Creating a Nocturnal Haven

To ensure the well-being and happiness of your flying squirrel, providing an
appropriate enclosure is paramount. A spacious cage or aviary, ranging
from 3 to 5 feet in height and width, allows ample room for exercise and
exploration. This nocturnal sanctuary should be equipped with ample hiding
places, such as nest boxes or pouches, to provide a sense of security and
comfort.

Diet: Fueling Nocturnal Adventures

Flying squirrels possess a predominantly vegetarian diet, delighting in a
diverse array of plant-based treats. Fresh fruits and vegetables, including
berries, nuts, and leafy greens, provide essential vitamins and minerals. A
balanced diet also includes commercially available flying squirrel food
pellets, specifically formulated to meet their nutritional needs.
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Temperature and Humidity: Mimicking Natural Habitats

Originating from temperate forests, flying squirrels thrive in environments
that mirror their natural habitat. Ideal temperatures range between 60°F to
80°F, while humidity levels should be maintained around 50%. Providing a
humidifier or using damp towels can effectively regulate humidity within the
enclosure.

Exercise and Enrichment: Nurturing Agile Spirits

Ensuring adequate exercise is vital for the mental and physical well-being
of flying squirrels. Incorporate various climbing structures, ropes, and toys
into their enclosure to encourage activity and provide opportunities for
exploration. Additionally, scheduled playtime outside the cage, under strict
supervision, allows them to express their natural gliding behaviors.

Captivating Behaviors and Traits of Flying Squirrels



Nocturnal Nature: Embracing the Night

Flying squirrels are nocturnal creatures, meaning they are most active
during the night. Their large eyes are remarkably adapted for navigating in
low-light conditions, enabling them to soar through the darkness with ease.
Providing ample hiding places and minimizing disturbances during daylight
hours allows them to rest undisturbed.

Exceptional Gliders: A Graceful Display

The hallmark characteristic of flying squirrels lies in their extraordinary
gliding ability. Their unique patagium, a membrane of skin that extends
between their limbs, allows them to glide over significant distances. This
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mesmerizing spectacle is a testament to their evolutionary adaptations for
aerial locomotion.

Communicative Chirps: A Symphony of Squirrels

Flying squirrels possess a charming repertoire of vocalizations, primarily
consisting of soft chirps and trills. These vocalizations serve as a means of
communication, allowing them to interact with each other, especially during
mating season. Observing their gentle exchanges adds an enchanting
dimension to their companionship.

Energetic Playfulness: A Delightful Display

These nocturnal creatures exude an infectious energy level, engaging in
playful antics that are sure to captivate observers. Their acrobatic leaps,
playful chases, and endearing interactions provide constant entertainment,
showcasing their vibrant personalities.

: Embracing the Enchantment of Flying Squirrels



Venturing into the captivating world of flying squirrels reveals
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