
Discover the Essential Treatise on Musical
Aesthetics: Eduard Hanslick's On the
Musically Beautiful
Immerse Yourself in a Masterpiece that Transformed Musical Thought

Prepare to delve into the profound and enduring insights of Eduard
Hanslick's seminal work, On the Musically Beautiful. First published in
1854, this groundbreaking treatise ignited a revolution in musical
aesthetics, establishing a captivating and enduring perspective that
continues to shape the way we think about and experience music today.

A Pathbreaking Treatise on Musical Aesthetics

As a renowned music critic and aesthetician, Eduard Hanslick championed
the idea that music is an independent art form, possessing its own inherent
beauty separate from external associations or references. In On the
Musically Beautiful, he articulates his influential theory, known as the
"formalist" approach to music appreciation, with unmatched clarity and
rigor.
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Hanslick contends that the beauty of music lies in its form, rather than in its
emotional or narrative content. He emphasizes the importance of
recognizing music as a distinct and autonomous art form, not simply a
means to depict external realities or express subjective feelings.

Key Concepts and Profound Insights

On the Musically Beautiful is a treasure trove of insightful observations and
thought-provoking arguments. Among its most notable concepts are:

The Beauty of Musical Form: Hanslick argues that musical beauty
arises from the interplay of musical elements, such as melody,
harmony, rhythm, and instrumentation, within a coherent and well-
proportioned structure.

The Autonomy of Music: Hanslick insists that music is self-sufficient,
devoid of extra-musical associations or references to external content.
He believes that it operates on its own aesthetic principles and should
be appreciated for its intrinsic qualities.

The Emotional Effect of Music: While Hanslick denies that music can
directly express emotions, he acknowledges that it can evoke
emotional responses through its formal properties. However, he
emphasizes that these emotions are not the source of musical beauty.
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FREE

https://ebook.apooobooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6ImRhcVZGYnJmaXZHR3ZGTFVhaWhIYTFoZVJhYjMzXC9UQ1RQVmlCTnhjXC9UWFVUTHFycm85bDJ1cjM2MzVTenh0aVA2VENxOGRuVVprcFVaNEFmbmtBNE9idVV5cU9UaEdsczE4dlNqN1lxNGhCbU5sVG1UeVJpYmpmdG16cDFkT2pDa0N4cU5ZbHc0akdSOHg0YTJ0TVNKYnlrMU5oS25hN09jUGg0eW1TWlRteTZEU1U4blNuWDg4VDl4aTBmVVRQekVmZ1dETERncUVralQxM0ZiZ08rdz09IiwiaXYiOiJhMDdkOTM0Y2IxOTc4NjcxN2Y2NjAyMWI3YmNlZjkyZiIsInMiOiJkODFjY2M5MWRlM2NiZjUxIn0%3D


On the Musically Beautiful has profoundly influenced generations of
musicians, composers, and scholars. Its ideas have resonated with
countless readers, shaping their understanding and appreciation of music.

Notable figures who have acknowledged the work's impact include:
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Johannes Brahms: The renowned composer praised Hanslick's
"firmness in principles" and "clear-sightedness."

Richard Wagner: While opposed to Hanslick's aesthetic views,
Wagner nevertheless admired his "linguistic brilliance."

Leonard Bernstein: The celebrated conductor and composer cited
Hanslick's work as a significant influence on his musical thinking.

An Essential Read for Music Lovers and Scholars

Whether you are a seasoned musician, a music enthusiast, or a scholar
seeking a deeper understanding of musical aesthetics, On the Musically
Beautiful is an indispensable read. Its profound insights and
groundbreaking perspectives continue to provoke thought and challenge
assumptions.

In this illuminating work, Eduard Hanslick provides an invaluable framework
for comprehending and appreciating the beauty and richness of musical art.
Its enduring legacy serves as a testament to the lasting impact of his ideas
on the world of music.
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