
Devising Institutions To Manage The Maine
Lobster Industry
: The Importance of Sustainable Lobster Management

The Maine lobster industry is an iconic and economically vital part of the
state's heritage. As one of the most valuable fisheries in the United States,
it generates billions of dollars in revenue and supports thousands of jobs.
However, the industry faces a number of challenges, including overfishing,
environmental degradation, and climate change.

Capturing the Commons: Devising Institutions to
Manage the Maine Lobster Industry by James M. Acheson

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 4451 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 399 pages

To address these challenges and ensure the long-term sustainability of the
industry, effective management institutions are essential. These institutions
provide a framework for regulating the fishery, protecting the environment,
and allocating resources equitably.

Institutional Framework for Lobster Management
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The Maine lobster industry is managed by a complex network of
institutions, including:

* State Agencies: The Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) is
the primary state agency responsible for managing the lobster fishery. The
DMR sets catch limits, establishes fishing seasons, and enforces
regulations. * Federal Agencies: The National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) is the federal agency responsible for regulating fisheries in federal
waters. The NMFS works closely with the DMR to ensure that lobster
management is consistent across state and federal boundaries. * Industry
Associations: The Maine Lobstermen's Association (MLA) and the Maine
Lobster Dealers Association (MLDA) are two of the most influential industry
associations. These organizations represent the interests of lobstermen
and dealers and work with state and federal agencies to develop and
implement management policies. * Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs): A number of NGOs, such as the Gulf of Maine Research Institute
(GMRI) and the Maine Coast Fishermen's Association (MCFA),play an
important role in lobster management. These organizations conduct
research, provide education, and advocate for sustainable fishing practices.

Key Mechanisms for Lobster Management

In addition to the institutional framework, a number of key mechanisms are
used to manage the Maine lobster industry. These mechanisms include:

* Catch Limits: Catch limits are used to prevent overfishing. The DMR sets
catch limits based on scientific assessments of the lobster population. *
Fishing Seasons: Fishing seasons are used to protect lobsters during
their molting and breeding periods. The DMR sets fishing seasons based
on the lobster's life cycle. * Trap Limits: Trap limits are used to control the



number of traps that lobstermen can use. The DMR sets trap limits based
on the size of the lobster boat and the area where the lobstermen are
fishing. * V-Notch Program: The V-notch program is a voluntary program
that allows lobstermen to release egg-bearing lobsters. The DMR provides
lobstermen with V-notching tools and training. * Habitat Protection:
Habitat protection is essential for the long-term sustainability of the lobster
industry. The DMR works with other agencies to protect lobster habitat from
pollution, development, and other threats.

Emerging Challenges and Future Directions

The Maine lobster industry faces a number of emerging challenges,
including:

* Climate Change: Climate change is affecting the lobster industry in a
number of ways, including by warming the water, changing the distribution
of lobsters, and increasing the frequency of storms. * Ocean Acidification:
Ocean acidification is making it more difficult for lobsters to build their
shells. This can lead to decreased survival rates and reduced growth. *
Disease: A number of diseases can affect lobsters, including shell disease
and epizootic shell disease. These diseases can cause lobsters to die or to
become unmarketable.

To address these challenges, the lobster industry will need to continue to
adapt its management institutions and practices. This will require
collaboration between state and federal agencies, industry associations,
NGOs, and the scientific community.

: The Importance of Institutions for Sustainable Lobster Management



Effective institutions are essential for the sustainable management of the
Maine lobster industry. These institutions provide a framework for
regulating the fishery, protecting the environment, and allocating resources
equitably.

The Maine lobster industry is a complex and dynamic system. To ensure its
long-term sustainability, it is essential to have a well-designed and adaptive
institutional framework. This framework must be able to respond to
emerging challenges, such as climate change and ocean acidification.

By working together, state and federal agencies, industry associations,
NGOs, and the scientific community can develop and implement the
institutions necessary to ensure the long-term sustainability of the Maine
lobster industry.
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