
Cockatoo Facts: Everything You Need to
Know about These Captivating Birds

Cockatoos are a group of distinctive and captivating birds belonging
to the parrot family. With their vibrant plumage, comical personalities,
and impressive cognitive abilities, they have captured the hearts of
bird enthusiasts worldwide. In this comprehensive guide, we delve
into the fascinating world of cockatoos, exploring their unique
characteristics, behavior, diet, health, lifespan, breeding habits, and
more.
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Physical Appearance and Species

Cockatoos are medium to large parrots, with the smallest species, the
Goffin's cockatoo, measuring about 12 inches in length, while the largest,
the palm cockatoo, can reach up to 24 inches. They are characterized by
their distinctive crests, which they can raise and lower at will. The feathers
of their crests are often brightly colored, ranging from white to yellow, pink,
or orange.

There are 21 recognized species of cockatoos, each with unique physical
characteristics. Some of the most common species include:

Black cockatoo

Goffin's cockatoo

Moluccan cockatoo

Palm cockatoo

Red-tailed black cockatoo
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Rose-breasted cockatoo

Sulphur-crested cockatoo

Umbrella cockatoo

White cockatoo

Habitat and Distribution

Cockatoos are native to Australia, New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, and
Indonesia. They inhabit a variety of habitats, including rainforests,
woodlands, grasslands, and savannas. Some species, such as the black
cockatoo, are adapted to specific habitats, while others, like the sulphur-
crested cockatoo, are more adaptable and can be found in a wider range of
environments.

Behavior and Socialization

Cockatoos are highly social birds that live in flocks. They are known for
their playful and energetic personalities and form strong bonds within their
groups. They are also very vocal and use a variety of calls and whistles to
communicate with each other.

Cockatoos are intelligent birds and can learn to mimic human speech,
songs, and other sounds. They are also known for their destructive
behavior, especially when they are bored or stressed. Therefore, providing
them with plenty of toys and mental stimulation is crucial.

Diet and Nutrition

Cockatoos are omnivorous and have a varied diet that includes seeds,
nuts, fruits, berries, insects, and larvae. They are also known to feed on



nectar and pollen. In captivity, it is important to provide cockatoos with a
balanced diet that meets all their nutritional needs. This includes a variety
of fresh fruits, vegetables, nuts, and seeds, as well as a formulated pellet
specifically designed for cockatoos.

Health and Lifespan

Cockatoos are generally healthy birds, but like all animals, they are
susceptible to certain health problems. Some of the most common health
issues in cockatoos include:

Feather plucking

Proventricular dilatation disease (PDD)

Aspergillosis

Psittacine beak and feather disease (PBFD)

The average lifespan of a cockatoo in the wild is around 20 years.
However, in captivity, with proper care, they can live for much longer, with
some species reaching up to 60 years of age.

Breeding and Reproduction

Cockatoos reach sexual maturity between 3 and 7 years of age. They are
monogamous and form long-term pair bonds. Breeding season typically
occurs during the spring and summer months.

Cockatoos nest in tree hollows. The female typically lays 2-3 eggs, which
she incubates for about 28 days. The chicks hatch blind and helpless, and
are fed by both parents. They fledge from the nest after about 2-3 months.



Where to Buy a Cockatoo

If you are considering getting a cockatoo as a pet, it is important to do your
research and find a reputable breeder. Cockatoos are social animals and
require a lot of attention and care. They are not suitable for everyone, and it
is important to be prepared to commit to a long-term relationship with your
feathered friend.

When looking for a cockatoo breeder, be sure to ask about the health and
temperament of the birds. You should also visit the breeder's facility to see
the conditions in which the birds are kept.

Fun Facts about Cockatoos

Cockatoos are fascinating creatures with a wealth of unique and endearing
characteristics. Here are a few fun facts about these captivating birds:

Cockatoos are the only parrots that have a crest.

The sulphur-crested cockatoo is the national bird of Australia.

Cockatoos are known for their loud and raucous calls.

Cockatoos are intelligent birds and can learn to mimic human speech.

Cockatoos are social animals and live in flocks.

Cockatoos are truly remarkable birds that have captivated bird lovers for
centuries. Their vibrant plumage, comical personalities, and fascinating
behavior make them a joy to observe and interact with. Whether you are a
seasoned bird enthusiast or simply curious about these amazing creatures,
we hope this guide has provided you with valuable insights into the world of
cockatoos.
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